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DEFINING THE TERMS 

It is all too easy to get the phrases social innovation, social ventures, social entrepreneurship, 
and changemakers mixed up and how they differ from one another. You can find scores of 
definitions when you look up any of these words, so how do you know which one to use? 
Below, you will find summaries of multiple definitions for the terms of our program. 

• Social Innovation. While you will find a multitude of definitions for what social innovation is 
and what it should look like, we can summarize the definition broadly for the purpose of this 
program: Solutions, either new or revised, that solve or challenge a social problem leading to 
social change and progress. Essentially, it is the IDEA of the product, service, or method that 
will create change. 

Resources for this summarized definition: 
Young Foundation, TEPSI 
Stanford Graduate School of Business 
Ashoka 
Medium 

• Social Entrepreneur. Broadly summarized, a social entrepreneur, or a changemaker, is an 
individual who creates widespread impact focused on system change in the social sector. 
Essentially, it is the individual who has the idea and is implementing the idea. 

Resources for this summarized definition: 
Duke Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Ashoka 
Medium 

• Social Entrepreneurship. One can find a vast variety of definitions when one searches for 
social entrepreneurship. Many organizations are developing new definitions daily in an effort 
to help others understand what social entrepreneurship means. In his article, Social 
Entrepreneurship: Definition and Boundaries, Samer Abu-Saifran proposes the definition of 
social entrepreneurship as a set behavior that social entrepreneurs use to deliver social 
value. These behaviors consist of being mission-driven, acting entrepreneurially, possessing 
a strong culture of innovation and openness, and planning for earned-income. Essentially, 
social entrepreneurship is created when the social entrepreneur takes action based on their 
mindset/behaviors. 

Resources for this summarized definition: 

https://youngfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/TEPSIE.D1.1.Report.DefiningSocialInnovation.Part-1-defining-social-innovation.pdf
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/faculty-research/centers-initiatives/csi/defining-social-innovation
https://ashokau.org/resources/ashoka-u-glossary/
https://medium.com/@socialtrendspot/what-is-the-difference-between-social-innovation-social-enterprise-social-entrepreneurship-fe3fce7bf925
https://entrepreneurship.duke.edu/news-item/the-meaning-of-social-entrepreneurship/
https://ashokau.org/resources/ashoka-u-glossary/
https://medium.com/@socialtrendspot/what-is-the-difference-between-social-innovation-social-enterprise-social-entrepreneurship-fe3fce7bf925
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Medium 
Technology Innovation Management Review 

• Social Venture. Often referred to as a social business venture, a social venture is a formal 
undertaking of an organization established by the social entrepreneur that provides 
systematic solutions that achieve sustainable social objectives. Essentially, it is the business 
that implements social innovation. 

Although a social venture can take many forms (non-profit, for-profit, B Corporation, Hybrid, 
etc.), the social goals are embedded in the organization from the beginning. Social ventures 
can and should gain a profit, however, the distinguishing characteristic is that most of those 
profits are then used to sustain that, or another, social benefit. 

Resources for this summarized definition: 
Cause Capitalism Good for Profit 
Tomorrow Toolkit for Entrepreneurs 

OTHER RESOURCES 

As with definitions, there is a wealth of resources for individuals looking at starting a social 
venture  We want you to be successful!  Below are some resources that will help keep you on 
track. 

• Stanford Social Innovation Review. The Stanford Social Innovation Review (SSIR) is an award-
winning magazine and website that covers cross-sector solutions to global problems.SSIR is 
written by and for social change leaders from around the world and from all sectors of 
society—nonprofits, foundations, business, government, and engaged citizens. SSIR’s mission 
is to advance, educate, and inspire the field of social innovation by seeking out, cultivating, 
and disseminating the best in research-and practice-based knowledge. 

• Skoll Foundation. The Skoll Foundation drives large-scale change by investing in, connecting, 
and celebrating social entrepreneurs and the innovators who help them solve the world’s 
most pressing problems. Their mission to drive truly transformative change is accomplished 
by supporting the social entrepreneurs who create models for change and identifying people 
and programs already bringing positive changes and empowering them to extend their 
reach and deepen their impact. 

https://medium.com/@socialtrendspot/what-is-the-difference-between-social-innovation-social-enterprise-social-entrepreneurship-fe3fce7bf925
https://timreview.ca/article/523
https://causecapitalism.com/what-is-a-social-business-venture-and-is-it-right-for-you/
https://technical.ly/ebook/tomorrow-toolkit/section-f-do-it-for-good/chapter-17-what-makes-a-social-venture/
https://ssir.org/about/overview
http://skoll.org/
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• Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship. The Schwab Foundation for Social 
Entrepreneurship supports the world’s leading social entrepreneurs in their efforts to create 
a more just, equitable, and sustainable world. The Schwab Foundation for Social 
Entrepreneurship works in partnership with the World Economic Forum. 

• Ashoka Changemakers. An Ashoka program, the Ashoka Changemakers builds global 
movement where anyone, anywhere can take action to solve a social problem. Ashoka 
Changemakers creates opportunities for companies, foundations, and impact-sector 
organizations to co-create large-scale social change. We work together as collaborators to 
ignite communities focused on solving our world’s most pressing problems. 

• Ashoka U. An Ashoka program, Ashoka U works with colleges and universities across the 
world to foster a campus-wide culture of social innovation. Since 2008, they have enabled 
the implantation of changemakers for over 500 universities across 50 countries. Ashoka U 
works in partnership with other higher education organizations to foster social innovation 
and changemaking. 

• Compact Nation Podcast. Let’s talk Social Innovation, Episode # 10 with Marina Kim, 
Executive Director of Ashoka U. Kim explains how Ashoka U has worked to make sure 
students learn about social change in order to participate in the social innovation process 
and contribute as changemakers. LISTEN NOW 

RECOMMENDING READINGS 

Defining Social Innovation, Social Entrepreneurship, Changemaking 

• Social Entrepreneurship: Definition and Boundaries by Samer Abu-Saifan 

• Social Entrepreneurship: The Case for Definition, by Roger L. Martin & Sally Osberg 

• The Meaning of Social Entrepreneurship, by Greg Dees 

• Defining Social Innovation, Stanford Business School 

• Rediscovering Social Innovation by James A. Phills, Jr., Kriss Deiglmeier, and Dale T. Miller 

• More Than Simply “Doing Good”: A Definition of Changemaker, by Reem Rahman, Kris 
Herbst, and Patrice Mobley 

https://www.schwabfound.org/
https://ashokau.org/resources/ashoka-u-glossary/
https://compact.org/podcast/
https://compact.org/podcast/podcast-episode10/
https://compact.org/podcast/podcast-episode10/
http://timreview.ca/article/523
http://ssir.org/articles/entry/social_entrepreneurship_the_case_for_definition
https://entrepreneurship.duke.edu/news-item/the-meaning-of-social-entrepreneurship/
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/faculty-research/centers-initiatives/csi/defining-social-innovation
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/rediscovering_social_innovation
https://issuu.com/ashokachangemakers/docs/more_than_simply_doing_good_definin
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SOCIAL INNOVATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

• Service-Learning and Social Entrepreneurship: A Pedagogy of Social Change, Dr. Sandra 
Enos 

• Social Innovation in Higher Education: The Emergence and Evolution of Social Impact 
Centers, Courtney Hill McBeth 

• Social Innovation and Civic Engagement,  Kathryn Peltier Campbell 

• Building Change into University DNA, Stanford Social Innovation Review 

SCALING YOUR VENTURE 

• Social Innovation: A Guide to Achieving Corporate and Societal Value, Schwab 
Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship 

• Beyond Organizational Scale: How Social Entrepreneurs Create Systems 
Change, Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship 

GENERAL 

• 4 Evolutions in Social Innovation Education Happening Now and the 4 Evolutions to Come, 
by Marina Kim 

• The Rise of Social Innovation Education: Good News for Everyone, by Derek Ellerman 

• Best Books for Social Entrepreneurs, Rhett Power 
 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Service_Learning_and_Social_Entrepreneur.html?id=w3ENswEACAAJ
https://repository.upenn.edu/dissertations/AAI10829090/
https://repository.upenn.edu/dissertations/AAI10829090/
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2016/summer
http://www.ssireview.org/blog/entry/building_change_into_university_dna
https://www.weforum.org/reports/social-innovation
https://www.weforum.org/reports/beyond-organizational-scale-how-social-entrepreneurs-create-systems-change
https://www.weforum.org/reports/beyond-organizational-scale-how-social-entrepreneurs-create-systems-change
http://ashokau.org/blog/4-evolutions-in-social-innovation-education-happening-now-and-the-4-evolutions-to-come/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ashoka/2012/09/27/the-rise-of-social-innovation-education-good-news-for-everyone/#208063ae28fc
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rhettpower/2019/06/30/best-books-for-social-entrepreneurs/#42baf01316fa
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