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4 Myths That Keep Students From Becoming Social Entrepreneurs – From Ashoka 
via Forbes. 

1. “No one will take me seriously because I’m just a college student.” 

2. “To make a difference, I have to do work in a remote, developing country.” 

3. “I have to raise a lot of money before getting any real work done.” 

4. “People in my community will be suspicious of my work because I’ve only lived 
here for a couple of years.” 

The Empowerment Plan, Veronika Scott. Inspired by her course at The College for 
Creative Studies, Veronika set out to address the homeless population in her 
community. The solution initially took shape as a coat – a coat that could be used as a 
sleeping bag and carried as a backpack while not in use. It wasn’t until Veronika was 
approached by a woman stating that she did not want a coat, she wanted a job, that 
the potential of her project was realized. That moment is what shaped the 
Empowerment Plan into an organization that is committed to hiring parents from 
homeless shelters to manufacture the coats in efforts to break the cycle of poverty. 

To date, the Empowerment Plan has become an internationally recognized workforce 
development organization. By paring full-time employment with a wide range of 
supportive services, they have helped dozens of individuals achieve financial stability 
and independence to support their families. This program serves as the stepping stone 
to move beyond homelessness. Not a single employee has returned to homelessness 
since the inception of the program. Visit https://www.empowermentplan.org/ to learn 
more. 

  

WellBuilt Bikes. As a non-profit bike shop in Tampa, Florida, WellBuilt Bikes sells 
refurbished bikes at affordable prices and invests the revenue to their Earn-A-Bike 
Program. This program, inspired by the lack of access to reliable transpiration for low-
income people, provides those individuals the opportunity to ownership of a bicycle. 
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Bicycle ownership is a vital took that serves as the bridge to independence, 
employment, community involvement, and physical health for the less fortunate. 

  

The Earn-A-Bike program provides individuals the opportunity to use the drop-in center 
to build their own bikes for free, regardless of their income level. This access to 
transportation allows individuals the ability to access employment, community 
happenings, appointments, and many more things! WellBuilt Bikes offers public 
workstations for access to tools for bike repairs, repair services, and free workshops on 
bicycle repair and safety. Visit https://www.bikeshoptampa.com/ for more information. 

  

Better World Books, Xavier Helgesen, Chris Fuchs, and Jeff Kurtzman. Inspired by piles 
of textbooks on their floor when they were looking for work after graduation, these 
three friends with degrees in engineering and I.T. from the University of Notre Dame 
set out to increase funding for the world of literacy, increase revenue for libraries, 
provide access to used books at an affordable price, and to provide those in need of 
books at no charge. To date, Better World Books has donated 26,502,000 books to 
those in need and kept 320,019,014 books out of the landfill by reselling and recycling 
books. 

Each book purchase allows a book to be donated to someone in need in their Book for 
Book Program. Donated books go through hundreds of non-profit organizations to 
supply in need population the access and resources to books. 
Visit https://about.betterworldbooks.com/ to learn more. 
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